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Franciscans from all over the world met in Rome from 
July 3 to 18, for the General Chapter of the Order of Friars 
Minor. Provincial Minister of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province, Father Ron Walters, was among the nearly 120 
delegates or “capitulars” attending. Among the main 
concerns going into the chapter, Fr. Ron noted, was “what 
influence does culture have over the life of the friars—
and is culture having too much influence? Another has to 
do with the fact that while 
two of the areas of the 
world [Africa and Latin 
America] are growing 
rather significantly in 
terms of the number of 
friars entering the order, 
our actual numbers are 
dropping. They’re not 
improving so that the 
order over time is getting 
smaller and smaller. 
It’s also getting older, 
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particularly in … the United States, Canada, Europe and 
so on.” 
 According to Fr. Ron, the most important 
item of business was the election of new leadership 
for the worldwide OFM community. “There was a lot 
of caucusing going on,” among the friars, he observed. 
Taking advantage of their first face-to-face meeting in 
many months, the U.S. provincial delegates met to share 
their preferred candidates and prioritize issues.
 On July 13, Franciscan Father Massimo Fusarelli, 
58, provincial of the Rome province, was chosen as the 
“General Minister.” He has been a friar since 1982 and 
was ordained a priest in 1989. He has served as pastor, 
teacher and administrator, and served in various roles at 
the international level. He also guided the unification of 
the northern Italian provinces into one—an experience 
which will give him insights into the current process to 
unify six American OFM province.  After his election, he 
pledged, “I would like to listen to the brothers in all their 
diversity…[and in] their hardship and anxieties.”
 Assisting Father Massimo will be Father Isauro 
Covili Linfati of Chile, as “General Vicar” (similar to vice-
president) and a council of eight friars who represent 

Above: Delegates and staff of the General Chapter gather for a group photo. 

Below, left: In their only trip beyond the Capuchin seminary where the chapter 
was held, the friars traveled to St. John Lateran in Rome for evening prayer.
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various language groupings within the Order. Father 
Jimmy Zammit, of the Province of Malta, will represent 
the English-speaking friars.
 Among other business, the capitulars heard a 
report on the “State of the Order” from outgoing General 
Minister Michael Perry, and spent a day considering how 
the OFM provinces can insure the protection of children 
and vulnerable adults. New guidelines to address this 
issue were adopted by the chapter. The chapter also 
considered other changes in its statutes and policies.
 Pope Francis, unable to greet the friars in person 
due to his recent hospitalization, sent a message to the 
chapter. He cautioned the friars against letting anxiety 
and fear block “the renewal and revitalization” brought 
about by the Spirit of God. The Holy Father reminded the 
friars “that we receive a renewed gaze, which can open 
us to God’s future, from our closeness to the poor, the 
victims of modern slavery, the refugees and the excluded 
of this world. They are your teachers. Embrace them as St 
Francis did!”
 The friars met at the Capuchin International 
College of St Lawrence of Brindisi, located around halfway 
between Leonardo Da Vinci Airport in Fiumicino, and the 
historical center of Rome. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the normal month-long business of a general chapter was 
condensed into two weeks; the friars were, for the most 
part, restricted to the college and its grounds. 
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— Pope Francis to the friars at the General Chapter.

At left, Father Massimo 
Fusarelli, newly elected 
General Minister, took his 
oath of office (bottom 
photo) from Cardinal João 
Braz de Aviz, delegated by 
the Holy Father to preside 
at the election. In the center 
photo, the friars meet in the 
hall set aside  —with social 
distancing—for the chapter 
sessions. Translation into 
several languages was 
offered for the delegates. 
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How did a Franciscan brother, proud of his military 
service in an Air Force unit as a civil engineer, come to 
be a spiritual director in an organization whose units 
bear Latin names borrowed the Roman Empire?  Brother 
Michael Haag explains it simply in the measured accents 
of his home in Olpe, Kansas.
 Stationed at St. Mary’s Mission, Tohachi, New 
Mexico, in the early 1990s, with Father Terrence Rhoades, 
Br. Michael became acquainted with the Legion of Mary. 
Celebrating its centennial this year, it was founded in 1921 
as a way for lay Catholics to grow spiritually and serve the 
Church through their devotion to Mary. (Interestingly, 
the first Legion of Mary group in the U.S. began 10 years 
later in Raton, New Mexico, where it is still going strong.)

Fr. Terrence was spiritual director for the Legion 
of Mary praesidium—as a local parish group is known. Br. 
Michael served off and on as his substitute. Eventually, 
after Fr. Terrence moved on, the local praesidium asked 
Br. Michael to be their full-time director.

He tells what happened next. “I was content just 
being a regular active member of the praesidium. I didn’t 
want to be the spiritual director. So, I prayed about it and 
then—I forget where I was, maybe I was in the church, I 
don’t know….I was quiet and praying and listening. And 
then I heard a woman’s voice…”If not you, then who will 
be?” I just took it as that was Mary speaking to me…. I 

didn’t want to say no to Mary, so I accepted to be their 
spiritual director again at Tohatchi.”

His work with the Legion of Mary has continued, 
and he is currently spiritual director for the praesidium 
which meets at St. Michaels Mission in Arizona, serving 
the Navajo people. Br. Michael and the other friars at St. 
Michaels continue the ministry begun by the Franciscans 
in 1898 at the invitation of Mother—now Saint—
Katharine Drexel.

Spirituality and Service
Active members of the Legion of Mary —called pretorians, 
another term borrowed from ancient Rome—pledge to 
recite special Legion prayers daily, along with the rosary. 
They also try to attend daily Mass. 

Br. Michael says the praesidium “is like a family; 
you get real close, just like a family. You have meetings 
once a week.” The members follow a set order of prayer, 
along with a talk by the spiritual director. “That’s called 
an allocutio,” Br. Michael explains. Preparing this five-
minute instruction “keeps me on my toes,” he admits. 
“Usually it’s a study of the [Legion] handbook….We have 
a spiritual reading at every meeting. So most of my talk 
is either about the spiritual reading or the study of the 
handbook for that meeting, or else both. You keep it 
Marian.”
 Br. Michael explains the other dimension of 
Legion membership: “You do outside work for the parish 
at least two hours during the week. You go to two-by-two 
or by three. You go out and visit people—that’s what we 
do the most. Sometimes we go to hospitals and nursing 
homes and homebound people. [But] most the amount 
of time [we] just go out and visit people and evangelize 
that way.”
 The pandemic called a halt to the praedsidium’s 
weekly in-person gatherings and apostolic work. “For the 
last 14 months before Palm Sunday, we still met every 
week,” Br. Michael recalls, “but by phone conference. So 
it was a short meeting. It wasn’t really an official meeting 
because we had to do it by phone.”  With restrictions 

‘I DIDN’T WANT TO TURN MY BACK 
ON MARY.’
Brother Michael Haag and the Legion of Mary
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gradually being lifted by the Navajo Nations, the Legion 
of Mary now meets again in person in the former sisters’ 
convent on the mission grounds. 

A wider responsibility
Br. Michael’s primary assignment for the Franciscans was 
to assist in its mission parishes and use the skills honed 
in construction work for the Air Force. But the Legion 
of Mary has been a part of his ministry since his time at 
Tohatchi. He has worked the parish praesidium in Houck, 
Arizona; Zuni, New Mexico; and Fort Defiance, Arizona. 
There he helped reactivate the parish praesidum. In 2017, 
he initiated the Legion of Mary at St. Michaels. 
 His work in the Franciscan missions in the 
Gallup, New Mexico, Diocese, came to the attention 
of Father  Patrick Wedeking, who headed the diocesan 
council of the Legion of Mary, known as the comitium, 
which brings together regional groups called curias. 
When Fr. Wedeking was a military chaplain and was 
called to serve in Iraq, Br. Michael filled in for him and 
in 2011 he later assigned by Gallup Bishop James Wall to 
serve as spiritual director for the comitium of the Diocese 
of Gallup, a post he still holds. 
 Br. Michael says this ministry “keeps me more 
spiritual.” His reading of the Scriptures and from the 

The Legion of Mary 
From the Legion of Mary website: www.legionofmary.ie/about

“The object of the Legion of Mary is the glory of God through the holiness of its members developed by prayer and active co-
operation in Mary’s and the Church’s work…. The Legion sees as its priority the spiritual and social welfare of each individual. 
The members participate in the life of the parish through visitation of families, the sick, both in their homes and in hospitals 
and through collaboration in every apostolic and missionary undertaking sponsored by the parish. Every legionary is required 
to carry out a weekly apostolic work in the spirit of faith and in union with Mary.

“The Legion of Mary is a lay apostolic association of Catholics who, with the sanction of the Church 
and under the powerful leadership of Mary Immaculate, Mediatrix of All Graces, serve the Church and 
their neighbor on a voluntary basis in about 170 countries.…

“Drawing its inspiration from the True Devotion to Mary, as taught by St. Louis Marie de Montfort, and 
which had a profound influence on the Founder of the Legion, the Servant of God, Frank Duff (1889-
1980, pictured at right), the Legion is at the disposal of the bishops and priests for use in the mission of 
the Church. While essentially a lay association, legionaries look for spiritual and apostolic formation to 
priests and religious, who, as Legion Spiritual Directors, hold an honored place in the Legion system.”

Liturgy of the Hours, as well as the Legion of Mary 
Handbook “or any other Marian books—even I’ve read 
it before, maybe even many times before, when I read it 
again, something else pops out that I overlooked the first 
time. I think that’s probably because I’ve a little bit more 
wisdom as I’ve gotten older.” He concludes, “Basically, I 
didn’t want to turn my back and say no to Mary.” 

The Vexillum Legionis (center, near the statue of Mary) is the symbol of the 
Legion of Mary, adapted from the standard of a Roman Legion. A dove, 
symbol of the Holy Spirit, replaces the Roman eagle. An oval frame bears the 
Miraculous Medal. 
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F R I A R  N E W S

Friars Bid Farwewell to 
Gallup Parish

The friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish marked nearly 
80 years of Franciscan presence at St. Francis Parish, 
Gallup, New Mexico, on May 26, 2021. Bishop James 
Wall presided at a farewell Mass. Provincial Minister Ron 
Walters, Vicar Provincial Charlie Martinez and a number 
of friars—including former friar-parish ministers—
joined parishioners for the celebration.
 “The Church has been blessed for 800 years with 
the Franciscan community [of] men and women,” Bishop 
Wall told the parishioners in his homily. “You have been 
the beneficiaries of their service, who have given up 
their lives on your behalf.” Recalling the sacraments 
administered, and the “good times and sad times,” he 
expressed gratitude for the service of the Franciscans. 
 Bishop Wall’s own Catholic faith was a product 
of Franciscan ministry—it was a friars on the Navajo 
Reservation, Father Ivo Zirkelbach and Alex Ripperger—
who welcomed the bishops’ parents into the Catholic 
Church at Chinle, Arizona, in 1964. “My family has 
always been grateful for the Franciscans,” he told the 
parishioners.
 At the end of the Mass, Father Ron reviewed the 
history of the friars in the Southwest, beginning with the 
efforts of St. Katherine Drexel and Franciscan Bishop 
Bernard Espelage, the first bishop of the Gallup Diocese. 
Fr. Ron had earlier explained in a letter to parishioners 

that the diminishing numbers and aging of the friar-
community dictated the return of the parish to the care 
of the diocese. 
 Then he surprised most of those present by 
declaring, “I hope this evening I bring you good news” 
and preceded to announce that the remainder of a loan 
by the friars to St. Francis Parish was being forgiven, “as 
our parting gift to the parish [and] the diocese”—in the 
amount of $150,000. His announcement was met with 
prolonged applause. 
 The last two friars to serve the parish, pastor 
Father Abel Garcia and Brother Maynard Shurley, 
also expressed words of farewell. Fr. Abel remined the 
people to pray for vocations 
to the Gallup Diocese, and 
thanked them, inviting them 
to support their new pastor 
and the bishop. Then all the 
friars present were invited 
forward into the sanctuary, 
as the parishioners all stood 
to bless them. A communal 
meal and reception followed 
in the parish hall.

Photo at top: The people of St. Francis 
Parish bless the Franciscan Friars at the 
conclusion of the farewell Mass. 

At right: Provincial Minister RonWalters 
(top) and Gallup Bishop James Wall, 
spoke to the parishioners about the friars 
years of service at the parish.
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F R I A R  N E W S

Brother Noé Receives 
Ministry of Lector
Congratulations to Brother Noé Alfaro who 
was installed in the office of Lector at St. Peter 
Parish, Roswell, New Mexico, on Sunday, July 25. 
Father Charlie Martinez, pastor, presided at the 
installation. This office is a formal step towards 
ordination to the priesthood and is one of service 
and witness.

Father Gerry Steinmetz 
Celebrates Priestly Jubilee
“It was a gift and 
not mine and many 
times I compared it to 
someone who lent me 
their car keys to use. 
The car is not mine, but 
the owner lent them to 
me to take people to a 
mysterious, unknown, 
destination which they 
wanted to go to, and 
yet was at times more than they could imagine or hoped 
for.” Waving a borrowed set of car keys to illustrate his 
metaphor, Father Gerry Steinmetz described the gift of 
50 years of priesthood, at a Mass celebrated at San Juan 
Diego Friary on June 12.
 Joining him in the celebration were another 
provincial jubilarian, Brother Ricardo Garcia, who is 
marking 50 years in the Order; and Father Nick Baxter 
of Sacred Heart Province, also celebrating 50 years as a 
priest.
 The local Franciscan community at the friary, 
which provides nursing facilities for retired members 
of the province, were joined by a number of area friars 
and friends of Fr. Gerry, including a nephew. A brunch 
followed the Mass. 
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F R I A R  N E W S

Above: Our former Communications Director, Alex Rich (in black, at right) met Pope Francis this spring as part of a Vatican-sponsored course 
for young Cathlic media professionals.

Farewell from Alex Rich
Alex Rich concluded her service as OLG’s Communications 
Director in July. We are grateful for her excellent work in 
keeping the friars in touch with each other and keeping the friars 
in touch with our wider family of friends and supporters. We 
wish her well in all her future endeavors. Here is her farewell 
message to the friars and—by extension—to you, readers of 
The Padres’ Trail—Editor

I just wanted to send a quick note to thank you all for your collaboration, trust and friendship. It has 
been an honor and true joy to share your stories over the past two years. Most importantly, I have 
learned what it means to follow in the footsteps of St. Francis through your example. I believe this 
experience and opportunity has positively impacted me and my faith in many ways. Please know I 
will be praying for you all and the continued success of your ministries. I humbly ask that you keep 
me in your prayers as well. Farewell for now, dear friends, I am sure I will see you down the road.   
 
With gratitude, 
Alex Rich

from the 
A R C H I V E S

We need your help! 

Do you know this rock formation? This 
photograph was used on the covers of 
many issues of Travelling the Padres’ 

Trail (as this publication was known in the 1940s), but not identified 
within the issues. We would like to know if the rock formation has 
a name or at least where it can be found for cataloging purposes in 
our Provincial Archives. 

Here are some clues that might help. The photo was taken c. 1930s, 
most likely in the Navajo Nation in northeast Arizona, possibly 
northwest New Mexico. The friars liked to visit Canyon de Chelly 
and other nearby National Parks. Note the two itty bitty friars at the 
base of the formation! If you think you know, please send as email to 
the editor, greg@swfranciscans.org.
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of Franciscan life into the process. A communication 
strategy is being developed, internally and externally, 
The consultants impressed the friars by their familiarity 
with us and where we are headed.

The meeting left the participants energized and 
eager to take the week’s input and information home to 
continue to drive the process which will result in a new, 
coast-to-coast province in the fall of 2023.

August virtual leadership meeting focuses restructuring effort  

US-6 LEADERSHIP GATHERS

How to bring the leadership of six 
OFM U.S. provinces together to 
focus Franciscan spirituality and 
the practical concerns of merging 
into one “coast-to-coast” province? 
Answer: a four-day Zoom meeting, 
combining prayer, a Franciscan 
spiritual teacher and the expertise 
of two separate consultant groups 
with small-group breakout “rooms.” 

The meeting of the US6 
leadership (provincial ministers, 
vicars, councilors and secretaries)  took place in virtual 
space, August 9-12. The friars found the Zoom process 
adequate, even as they missed the chance to share 
informally over meals and prayer.

But the participants universally praised the 
input of Conventual Franciscan Father Wayne Hellmann. 
He drew heavily on the “Franciscan” teachings of Pope 
Francis—especially his powerful words in Fratelli Tutti 
and Laudato Si. Fr. Wayne emphasize that our Franciscan 
lives together in fraternity should be prophetic: “It knows 
no borders.” 

Echoing Pope Francis’ command to us to “Wake 
up the world,” Fr. Wayne urged us to be men who live the 
“culture of encounter” — the diverse ways friars live out 
their Gospel mission with people in the world. Warning 
that the restructuring runs the risk of being “six corpses 
in one coffin,” he gave a number of concrete ways the new 
province can be a vibrant force, to hear the cry of those who 
are poor and of creation, “because it is basically one cry.” 

The friars discussed Fr. Wayne’s input in small 
groups and then heard presentations from the two 
consultant-groups who are assisting the renewal and 
restructuring process. The consultants bring expertise in 
the management of personnel and resources, and—with 
the help of the friars—are integrating the basic values 

FR. JACK
JOINS 
R & R OFFICE
Father Jack Clark Robinson of 
OLG Province has re-located to 
St. Louis, Missouri, to serve as associate director 
of the Revitalization and Restructuring Office (R & 
R) with the director, Father Larry Ford. Together
they coordinate the process of bringing the six 
provinces together in 2023 on behalf of the US-6  
provincial ministers.
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Friars Profess First Vows;  
New Novices Enter

by John Feister and Erick Lopez, OFM

Eight men from three provinces professed first vows on 
July 2 at Old Mission Santa Barbara. A small gathering 
in the novitiate chapel included leadership from Holy 
Name, St. Barbara, and St. John the Baptist Provinces, 
who formally witnessed vows and received the new friars, 
as well as other friar-witnesses and faculty. 

During the liturgy, Jeff Macnab, OFM, the 2020-
21 novice director, gave advice to the newly professed, 
saying “It is the heart that makes this Franciscan journey 
rich, powerful and attractive in a world that is filled with 
trouble. The heart is what the world needs. The brothers 

who surround you all make up this one heart that you are 
joining.”

During the coming months, the newly professed 
friars will participate in the “Brothers Walking Together” 
program, which sends simply-professed friars out in pairs 
to live and work in fraternities that serve on the margins 
in Jamaica, Philadelphia, and at the United States-Mexico 
border in Arizona. 

Five Men Begin Novitiate

The newly professed friars, from left to right: Joan Perez Lombera, OFM, Philip 
McCarter, OFM, Brian Menezes, OFM, Juan Luis Guerrero, OFM, Tyler Grudi, 
OFM, Kevin Hamzik, OFM, Jimmy Kernan, OFM, and Daniel Cruz, OFM. 

Above: The new novices (in secular clothes) gather for a photo with the friars.

FROM THE US6 
NOVITIATE 

On July 15, a new group of five men who spent the last 
year as Franciscan postulants in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
were formally received into the interprovincial novitiate 
for the 2021-22 year. They are Domingo Martinez and 
Matthew Tran (Holy Name Province), William Comp-
ton and Andrew Harrington (St. John the Baptist Prov-
ince), and Nolin Ainsworth (Sacred Heart Province.

Martin Ibarra, OFM, Vicar Provincial of Santa 
Barbara Province, was delegated by the US6 provincials 
to introduce the novices to the novitiate team and the 
community of friars who live and minister at the Old 
Mission Santa Barbara.

The friars gathered for the profession of vows bless those who have completed their novitiate (Photos by O. Duran, OFM)



10

August / September 2021

Dear friend of the missions, 

Despite restrictions as our world experiences a resurgence 
of COVID-19, schools are reopening for our missions and 
across the country. 

I would venture a guess and say that many of you 
can remember heading back to school as youngsters. If 
you were “low man on the totem pole” in chronological 
age, most of your “new school year” clothes would be 
“hand-me-downs” from your older siblings. My parents 
were so good to us. They sacrificed a lot to send us to 
Catholic grade schools and high schools.

This is the time of year for our Annual Catholic 
Education Scholarship Appeal as well. It is our humble 
attempt to encourage and help parents send their 
children to Catholic schools. As you  well know, tuition 
costs can be overwhelming, and for our Native American  
and Hispanic families it can be absolutely out of the 
question because so many of them are living below the 
national poverty level of income.

For example, the poverty rate in the Navajo Nation 
is 42 percent--more than double that of Mississippi, the 
worst among the 50 states. Navajo unemployment is 22 
percent, more than four times the rate of Arizona as a 
whole, and roughly three times that of Alaska, the state 
with the highest unemployment. Almost half of Navajo 
households and more than one-third of Hopi households 

have an income below  $25,000, and barely one in five 
Navajo adults holds a full-time job.  The only way that 
these families can consider a Catholic school for their 
children is through scholarship assistance and grants. 

Last year (2020) with the help of our generous 
benefactors, our Province Scholarship Committee 
distributed a total of $44,300 to 89 Native American 
or Hispanic families. The average grant was $450 per 
student. The requests actually amounted to $81,775 but 
we are limited in our funding, so we can only award 
partial scholarships to the applicants. Our Province adds 
extra funds so that everyone gets something. 

This is where you can be a huge help for the 
Scholarship Program. A generous donation from you 
will allow us to offer a greater amount of money to assist 
these needy families.

Can you help us with a gift of new school supplies 
or gift cards? The gift cards from Kohls, Target, Walmart  
are great for the families. They can buy clothing as well as 
school supplies for their children. “Hand-me-downs” are 
great but the smiles on a child’s face when they receive 
new clothes or shoes are priceless!

And, if you have been blessed with a larger sum 
of money that you would like to donate, perhaps you 
could consider a one year tuition grant? I think you will 
be surprised to see how far your money can go out here 
in the Southwest. 

A Catholic School education is still one of the 
best ways to teach our children solid Christian values. 
The friars of our Southwest Franciscan Missions are 
committed to helping make a Catholic education available 
to as many children as possible. Your generous gift will 
help us to accomplish our goal. Be assured that the friars 

of the Southwest Franciscan 
Missions are praying for you and 
your loved ones.

Peace and All Good,

Br. Bruce, OFM

YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE AT:

WWW.SWFRANCISCANS.ORG/SUPPORT-US 

OR TO:

BROTHER BRUCE, OFM 
1204 STINSON STREET, SW 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87121

The Southwest Franciscans’ Annual 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
SCHOLARSHIP APPEAL
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BROTHER BART 
WOLF, O.F.M.
His Family Remembers

Franciscans often say that a friar’s family has made a 
gift of their loved one to the community. That gift was 
evident in a tribute prepared by the Wolf family to be read 
at the funeral service for Brother Bart Wolf on August 2. 
Br. Bart died on May 14, 2020, but COVID-19 delayed his 
Mass and internment, until the Navajo Reservation lifted 
restrictions on public gatherings.

In a message sent to the friars, the Wolf family 
expressed its “deep regrets” that none of them were able 
to be present for the August 2 liturgy “for our beloved 
Gerhart, young brother Gerry, Uncle Gerry, our Brother 
Bart. We are here in spirit. We share in mourning his loss. 
We share in celebrating his life.”

Br. Bart’s older brother Fred Wolf recalled the 
immigrant journey which he and seven-year-old Gerry—
later Br. Bart—made to the United States in January 1950. 
While Gerry “did not remember much from his early-
childhood years in Germany and Austria,” Fred recalls, 
“Our trip to America was quite memorable.”  Traveling 
on a converted Polish troopship from World War II, he 
remembers that “the accommodations were very basic 
and there were few, if any, amenities. The passage across 

the Atlantic Ocean from Europe took about three weeks, 
with three stops along the way.” In the one surviving 
photo from the trip, Fred notes that, “Unlike the weary 
adults in that photo, innocent little seven-year-old 
Gerhart appears oblivious to the ship conditions and the 
travel anxiety in all the adult minds.”

Br. Bart’s niece Carol Riley says, “My Uncle 
Gerry was the kindest, most easy-going, genteel and 
conversant man to know.” She remembers his “many 
travel adventures…from hiking in southwest Colorado, 
retrieving specialty wood materials in Ohio, to visiting 
cathedrals in Rome, Italy.”   

Carol also testified to what so many other knew: 
“Gerry’s carpentry skills were unmatched as evidenced 
by countless altar and church furnishings – custom 
handcrafted and delivered to areas even outside of New 
Mexico.”  My initial visit to New Mexico was back in the 
1970s with my Grandma Marie Wolf and Gerry as our 
“tour guide.” Truly an unforgettable blast! We visited 
Canyon de Chelly, Window Rock, a Zuni community, 
and back roads to areas of the Navajo Nation the average 
American would never experience.”

Her final visit with Br. Bart came in November 
2019. They were able to travel from the Little Sisters of 
the Poor Villa Guadalupe where he was in residence to 
his beloved St. Michaels Mission. “We hadn’t gotten but a 
mile or so down the road when Gerry remembered he had 
forgotten Maxie, the resident dog at the Villa. We turned 
around, retrieved her, and off the three of us went!”

Left: Mother Marie Wolf with Baby Gerhart, 1942

Below: Coming to America! Photo taken New Year’s Eve 1949 aboard 
the M/S Sobieski. Gerhart is the seven-year-old boy on right side of 
table in front of his father, with his mother seated directly across the 
table from him.
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 Jim Wolf, one of Bro. Bart’s four nephew, 
concluded the family’s memorial “At 10 years old,” he 
recalls, “I did not quite fully understand what my Uncle 
Gerry actually did nor did I fully comprehend why others 
referred to him as Brother Bart.” 
 On a Jesuit high-school mission in 1981, Jim spent 
time at Fort Defiance and at St. Michaels.” It was during 
this trip that I fully understood what my Uncle Gerry did 
and fully comprehended his calling to serve others.” The 
friars were digging a drainage one day, and Bart handed 
young Jim a shovel. “I didn’t think ditch digging qualified 
as community service nor was it what the Jesuits back in 
Kansas City had in mind for me. I told Br. Bart we should 
be working inside the church and not outside under the 
hot sun, pushing around a bunch of rock and soil.”
 Jim  remembers that Bart “tried to give me a 
semi-stern look, albeit with his trademark half-smile, and 
simply said, ‘We do everything here, that’s what we do.’ 
He then thrust his shovel deep into the soil, tossed the 
shovel-load over his shoulder, and looked back at me. We 
built a beautiful ditch that day!”

Br. Bart with mother Marie, older brother Fred & sister-in-law Jeannine 

Br. Bart and older brother Fred 
return to Germany for a family vacation, 1987 

Br. Bart with his father Fred and nephew Jim at the Navajo Nation Parks & 
Recreation Four Corners Monument, 1973 

Br. Bart and brother Fred together again in August 2019 
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